Diffuse follicular lymphoid hyperplasia of the small intestine without primary immunoglobulin deficiency.
Three cases of follicular lymphoid hyperplasia extending to the whole length of small intestine are reported in three young adult patients of low economic status. The disease was revealed by chronic diarrhea with malabsorption and/or protein-losing enteropathy. In one patient, all transitional patterns were found between the hyperplastic follicles and a small intestinal multicentric centrocytic-centroblastic lymphoma. No abnormalities in humoral or cellular immunity were found in the three patients. In particular, serum immunoglobulins (except IgG in one case) and plasma cell populations of small intestinal lamina propria were normal. Diffuse follicular lymphoid hyperplasia of the small intestine in the absence of primary immunoglobulin deficiency appears to be a rare condition associated with (or leading to) intestinal malignant lymphoma in most cases. Patients usually belong to the same populations as those suffering from alpha-chain disease.